
Ph: 1300 61 64 63 from 10am to 3pm AEST 
Monday to Friday 
Email: housingoptions@housinghub.org.au 
Website: www.housinghub.org.au

The National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) is giving people with disability more control  
over their housing and support, offering individualised options not previously available.

The NDIS has introduced Specialist Disability Accommodation (SDA) to support people with Extreme 
Functional Impairment and/or Very High Support Needs caused by their disability to access housing. 
The SDA payment is included in eligible participants’ NDIS plans and is held by the NDIA on behalf of the 
participant. The value of the payment is dependent on a person’s needs and the dwelling they choose to 
live in. The participant is in control of where they live and is able to choose a dwelling registered with the 
National Disability Insurance Agency (NDIA). More information about what SDA is and how to check if you 
are eligible is available from www.summerfoundation.org.au/resources/sda-payments-guide.

For people receiving SDA payments, home ownership may also be an option. This means that the 
participant, or their family, can buy a property and use their SDA payments to cover the mortgage.

Because of these changes there is now a demand for home ownership products to meet the needs of 
people with disability. As SDA payments are new, banks and financial institutions are working out how to 
provide home and investor loans to people receiving payments.

Many banks and financial institutions, including Bank Australia, National Australia Bank, NDIS Loan Experts, 
Premium Capital Finance, Rate Money, and HomeStart Finance SA have begun identifying lending options 
for people receiving SDA payments and to those wanting to invest in accommodation.  

Please note: The steps and requirements outlined here are intended as a guide to the home-buying 
process and are subject to change. Contact the financial institutions directly for up-to-date information, 
loan eliibility criteria and terms and conditions. Please consider the appropriateness of this information to 
your own financial situation and needs before taking any action.

 
    For a more detailed guide, please see the Housing Hub’s guide here: Building or buying your own SDA 

USING SDA TO BUY YOUR OWN PROPERTY
FOR PEOPLE RECEIVING SPECIALIST DISABILITY ACCOMMODATION PAYMENTS (AND THEIR FAMILIES) 

mailto:housingoptions%40housinghub.org.au?subject=
https://www.housinghub.org.au/resources/category/building-or-buying-your-own-sda?ak=6g4CbXFN7AxcGifeumMSDS&at=Housing%20Seekers
https://www.summerfoundation.org.au/resources/sda-payments-guide/
https://www.housinghub.org.au/resources/category/building-or-buying-your-own-sda?ak=6g4CbXFN7AxcGifeumMSDS&at=Housing%20Seekers


Meet a lending  
consultant

Discuss options between 
building or buying  
an existing house

Investigate shared  
equity options**

Receive loan  
Pre-Approval

Find or design  
a property and check  

SDA compliance Make an offer

Sign contract subject 
to finance and consult a 
conveyancer or solicitor Pay deposit

Send contract  
to lending  
consultant

Find Livable Housing 
Australia Assessorr  
to approve property

Organise building 
insurance and loan 

repayment protection 
insurance

Receive loan 
approval

Read, sign and return 
mortgage documents  

(seek independent 
advice if needed)

Register with NDIA  
and enrol property

Organise removalist Move in to your new home 
and claim NDIS SDA 

Payments

Check with your lender if and how SDA Price Guide reviews (every five years) 
will impact your loan. Bank Australia will extend loan periods to reduce 
payments. HomeStart Finance is for properties in South Australia only. 

*   homestart.com.au | bankaust.com.au | nab.com.au                         

    ndisloanexperts.com.au | pcapfinance.com.au | ratemoney.com.au

** HomeStart Finance provides a handy overview here:  
    www.homestart.com.au/mystart/articles/all-your-questions-about-       
    homestart-s-shared-equity

r  www.livablehousingaustralia.org.au/find-assessor

The amount you have to save can vary so check 

with the institution. For example:

• Bank Australia requires a 20% deposit of  

the property value

• HomeStart Finance deposits start from 5%. 

HomeStart Finance also requires $3000 in 

savings or a 12-month rental history
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Phone or use websites to 
contact possible lenders.* 
Check requirements with 
each lender but plan 
to provide documents 
including your NDIS plan 
with SDA payment.
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